RATTLING THE CHAIN BRINGS AWARD
Challenging their supply chain, and an energetic commitment to change for the sake of the environment, have won for family firm Vidak the annual innovation award of Environmental Choice New Zealand.  Vidak make and install a range of workplace systems from their base in East Tamaki (South Auckland).
Media personality Maggie Barry has presented the award to the company at a gathering of Environmental Choice licensed businesses.  
The general manager of the government’s ecolabel, Robin Taylor, says Vidak motivated its wider supply chain so well that two of those businesses are now interested in applying for an Environmental Choice assessment themselves. “Vidak made sure every one of their suppliers was aware of their environmental impact and how that affected the sustainability of the end product.  They drove changes to products that were already successful in order to meet Environmental Choice criteria, even dedicating a fulltime staff member to the process.  We applaud their vision – they have chosen to invest in making a difference.”

Company founder, Louise Vidak, was directly involved. “We got our manufacturers heavily engaged and we said to them ‘you guys are just going to have to lift your game’.   We are very proud of our supply chain and of what we’ve all done, and long-term it will get us more business because people want to partner with others who have very high environmental standards.”

She says the call for environmentally better products came from their customers.  “The majority of work system  tenders require the company to have an environmental certification.  The market demands it and we recognise the need to do what we can personally and as a business to protect our environment. It’s great to go through a rigorous process to ensure that you’re doing the best you can environmentally”.
Louise began the company in the difficult business climate of 1987, at first with Australian-designed work systems made under licence.  Workstations were just emerging then, she says.  “Computers were just starting to come into play and drove the requirement to provide power and data cabling at every desk”. 

“Office technology and health and safety have always been intertwined,” says Louise Vidak. “Data and cable management and positioning yourself at your computer in a way that ensures you don’t injure yourself went hand-in-hand with a thrust for opening up the office and reducing walls.  Open plan office furniture became an industry of its own in New Zealand. We believed we could develop good New Zealand product, and we had a lot to offer the New Zealand market.  With work stations, it’s not like buying a one off piece of furniture.  You’ve got to partner long-term with someone who is going to give you good service and continuity of supply.  That  includes growing and adapting desks and systems to constant changes in the workplace.  Some clients need to discuss workspace changes on a weekly basis,” says Louise.

Today Mike and Louise Vidak own their business, with son Jonathan running the Wellington office. Vidak has grown to employ 50 people with revenues in the millions.  We’ve got a really great experienced team who maintain the highest possible standards ensuring we stay ahead of our competitors and generate the respect in the market. 

I’m delighted we have the Environmental Choice licence, and I’m thrilled we got the award.”

FOOTNOTE:

Across various consumer, office, industry and business categories, Environmental Choice New Zealand has grown exponentially in both international stature and the number of local licensees since its inception in 1992.  The turnover of companies with well over 2000 products assessed and approved is approaching $3 billion.  The organisation is operated by an independent trust without government funding, and it works actively with industry and other internationally accredited bodies to constantly review and develop specifications.  New products are added almost every month and can be viewed at www.environmentalchoice.org.nz.
(For further media information and picture of Maggie Barrie and presentation please contact Michael Hooper, 021 940 893, email: spotlightmedia@clear.net.nz.  Also Louise Vidak, ph 09 273 0033, email: louisev@vidak.co.nz)

